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A REHINDER FROM THE HON, TREASURER

Thank you so nmuch those of you who have responded to my reguest,
and paid their subscription renewals early. May I remind those who have
not yet sent in their money, that this is the last communication they will
receive from us, and thot their name will be removed from the 1list on 31st
liay. So please let me have your form and cash without delay. For those
who for one reason or another are not renewing, I would be glad to rcceive
o letter or card from you to tell me.

NeGolis

This is to be held in Birmingham thils year. A1l members have
received a programme and agenda. Ve look Torward to welcoming many
friends, If you are unable to attend all day, please come for part of
the time, The business mecting starts at 3.00 p,.m. in the Exchange Res-
taurant in Stephenson Place.

Our thanks are due to Mr, E. R, Heaton, the Birmingham .igent,
who will be host to us all on this most 1lmportant occasion,.

AREA NOTES AND NEUS

LEEDS AREA:  Agent: R.N,Redmany 11 Outwood Walk, Horsforth, LEEDS.

Meeting Place: Headingley Hill Congregational Church Rooms,
Headingley Lane, LEEDS 6,

At the last meeting which was held on Friday [arch 25th,
R.N.Redman gave us an interesting talk on the narrow gauge
locos built by Hudswell Clarke's over the past 100 years.
P.G.Brennand at the meeting before this gave a talk on the
Sandy River & Rangeley lakes R,R. of U.S.A.

FUTURE ACTIVITIES:

Sat. April 23rd ~ 'Narrow Gauge in Spain' is the title of an illustrated
. talk to be presented at the Leeds University by liike
Swift and Ken Plant, This is to be a combined effort
in conjunction with the Vhite Rose Area of the Festin-
iog R1ly. Society, and the Leeds University Railway
Society.

Fri. May 27th = fNarrow Gauge Rallways of Hajorca', by K.,E,Hartley.




LONDON & SOUTH EAST ARE&Z Agent: C.H.dohn, 23 Crossway, lest Ealing,
LONDON, V.13,
lleeting Place: Keen House, 4~8 Calshot Street,
LONDON, N, 1.

The .irea had a very well attended. (25 members) A.G.M. at the
above venuej; amongst the items discussed was the preservation of "Townsend
Hook™. Vle are therefore pleased to give detaills of this locomotive belows-

A FLETCHER FOR THE N.G.R.S.!

The latest addition to the Narrow Gauge Roilway Society's stock
of preserved locomotives 1s Townsend Hook, a 3'2" gouge Fletcher Jennings
0~4=-0 side tank locomotive built in 1880, It is now at Sheffield Park
station on the Bluebell Line, a standard gauge line which is to be run by
enthusiasts. This project to save Townsend Hook from being scrapped is a
London & .South Bast Areas onc.

Townsend Hook worked ot the Betchworth quarry of the Dorking
Grey-Stone Lime Co, Ltd,, in Surrey, where it was NolJ4. It is also the
fourth locomotive to be preserved by the N,G.R.S. negotiators for its pres-
ervation began on the 27th February, 1960. 4s a result of the genercsity
of o few members and other enthusiasts with a very generous donation by
C. Townsend Hook & Company Limited, Paper lakers of Snodland, Kent, No, &
had been paid for by 21st liarch, A general anpcal was sent out and a
photograph and brief description of the locomotive appearced in the Model
Engincer., This brought in a few more donations,

A small working party went to the quarry on the 2nd April to
clean No,%4 and a large party turned up on the 9th April to 1ift some track,
which was nceded to unload the locomotive on at Shefficld Park, and to
moke final preparations for the removal on the 10th April,

Luckily the 10th was mainly a fine day. The low-loader came
eorly and No,4 was loaded without a lot of trouble, although we had a few
‘anxious moments,  VWith great skill the driver managed his charge in the
confined area available and the low-&ocader and locomotive were soon moving
in the direction of Shefficld Park, attracting much attention on the way.

Although this locomotive has been bought and transported to its
new site, we still need donations to repay the loans which have been made
to us by Arez members towards the transport costs. These must be repaid
before the locomotive can be restored to its former glory and put in steam
again, If every member gave 2/6d o large proportion of our debts would
be met! Surely this is a very small price for such a historisal loco-
motive?  Please send your 5/6d (or more if you are able), to the Fund's

Treasurer: J. Townsend, 21 Blackhorse lLane, Addiscombe, Croydon, Surrey.




BIRMINGH.I ARE. Aigent: E.R,Heaton, 30 Uychell Lane, King® Norton,
g Birmingham 30.
tieeting Place: The Exchange Restaurant, Stephenson Pl.
Birmingham,
On Jan, 26th 12 members attended to hear the talk given
: n by Rick Green on Railway Photography; it was very inter-
‘esting, and much appreciated by all,

The joint meeting with the T,R.P,S. held on the 8th March was
one of the most successful to date, attendances being - 11 T.R.P,S., and
13 of our own, Pat Vhitehouse's films of course being first-class photo-
graphically, and really interesting, some having been used on his T.V,
programme, 'Railway Roundcbout?, It is hoped that more of his films
will be shown at the A.G.[, on May 7th.

FUTURE ACTIVITIES .
Tucsday, licy 24th 'The location and preservation of Narrow Gauge Loco~
motives! is the title of a talk to be given by
Mr. R. li. Sinclair.

This mceting will conclude the present 1959/60 serics of mect-
ings in this irea, and a restart will be made on Tucsday, September 13th
commencing at 7 p.m, at the usual venue. This will be a socilael evening,
and members are asked to bring along any photographs, transparencies ctc.,
also the time will be devoted to a discussion of the 1960/61 prograomme,
and reminiscences of the summer's railway activities.

NORTH VESTERN ARESL: igent: R. C. OrmistoneChant, 17 Roscleigh .ivenue,
Burnage, f{lanchester 19.

For details of activities please apply to
tir. Ormiston-Bhant.

FESTINIOG NOTES. Extracts from the Official Journal.

Throughout the winter, routine maintenance work has zone ahead
on all three locomotives, as well as on rolling stock and permanent way.

The temporary level crossing at Rhiw Plas is now complete, and
the restoration of the booking hall at Portmadoc Station (Harbour) is
also progressing satisfactorily. The interior is being complctely mod-
ernised, )

~ The train service for next season will be basically the same

as for last season, except that certain trains whieh ran 'as required!’
will now be included in the timetable as regular services, It is hoped
that coach No, 15 will be restored in time to re-enter traffic in August.

Efforts are being made to increase the number of coach tours
visiting the railway.

The final, audited passenger figure for. 1959 was 75,9...




PENRHYN QUARRIES Latest news from David Joy of York.

These quarries were visited on March 30th and the situation re-
gording the Slate Industry appears to have improved very slightly. The
ofternoon train now running regularly, leaving the Port at 2.45 p.m,

'LINDA' was in use on the main linej; 'CHARLES® in the shed at
the port, is now withdrawn and will not be used again,

The line of derelict locos outside the workshops now consists of
the following: *EIGIAU', tSTANHOPE', ¢KATHLEEN!, $JUBILEE 1897,
TBRONLWYD' (Wheels and frame only), 'LILL4', !EDWARD SHOLTO', fLILIAN?
and 'SERGEANT MURPHY!, ]

There were no less than four locomotives in the workshops, 'OGWEN?
was in process of being overhauled, wheels and motion having been completely
dismantled, 'BLANCHE' had only recently entered and stripping down for
overhaul was to be undertaken in the ncar future. 'PAMELAY was in small
pieces, and was not to be re-assembled, due to-the wern-out condition of the
boiler, 'GERTRUDE ' was having beauty treatment in the form of 2 repailnt,
ctec, This locomotive wos withdrawn in 1955 and has since spent over three
years in the open, It has now been sold, and it would be very interesting
to find out to whom it has been sold.

4t the actual quarry, 'CEGIN' and 'WINIFRED' were in the ground
level shed, both on steam. One other loco could be scen in steam on one of
the galleries, but due to the fact that it was raining heavily at the time
investigation was carried no further.

Our correspondent was told by the Foreman, that all the derclict
locomotives outside the workshops werc to be serapped fIn the very ncar
future!?,

EASTWELL IRON ORE CO., LTD. By Jim Hawkesworth of Nottingham
WALTHAN IRON ORE CO.

Both these concerns have now ceased operations with rail transport,
road vehicles having now taken over.

At Eastwell, the date of conversion is not yet knovm, 4.  bad
inquiries are procecding with in an cndeavour to find out when, etc.,

The same applies at Waltham where the track has been removed as
far as the first point at the exchange sidings.

The locations of the locomotive stock atLastwell are as follows:

TNANCY ! = In shed.
'BELVOIR? - Outside workshop,
' PIONEER ! = In shed,
tUNDERBANK! =~ Outside workshop.
*IIOUNT A INEER!? Inside workshop,

'LORD GRANBY - " o



As far as can be determined, the shed is now in use as a garage
for the road vehicles. Sheme !!1! :

Back now to Ualtham,. 'BARONET' is isolated on & length of
track and 'NANTES' is still reposing on the loading bank where she has
stood for so long now., - fCAMBRAI* and 'DRE/DNOUGHT! arc still sitting
in the shed.

CCUNTY DONEGAL RAILVAYS JOINT COMMITTEE By Mike Swift.

After the closure of the System goods trains from Strabane to
Stranorlar continued to run until the river bridge at Lifford could be
modified for road traffic.

The road traffic commenced using the bridge on January 25th,
and the last goods train ran on February 6th., although odd trips may
have been made after this date, The Strabane & Letterkenny's affairs
have been wound up, but no start has been made on lifting the track,
although the 4-6-47 No,11 'ERNE' has been isolated at Letterkenny for
the demolition train. On the rest of the system, only about a half
mile of track has been 1lifted so far from Ballyshannon,

Fortunately, 2 goodly selection of the stock is to be pre-
served, at the Belfast Transport Museum, soon to move into new premises.
The following items are to be preserved e

2-6-4T No,1 'ALICE'. 6-wheel Saloon Coach No,1

Railecar trailer No.3. (Originally Dublin & Blessington Stean
Tramway, Drewry Railcar) o
Railcar No,10 (Ex~Clogher Valley Railway)

L-wheel Diesel No,l1l. . 'PHOENIX'. (ex~Clogher Valley 1932, con-
verted from Walker Bros. gcured steam
loco to diesel by C.D,R.J.C.)

CAVAN & LEITRIM By Hike Swift.,

The whole of the C.&%.L. track is now lifted. Bogle coach
No.7L, (Railcar trailer type, NOT a clerestory coach) has been sold to
Bordna Mona, and transferred to their 3'0" gauge system at Lancsborough

As a 'Follow-up! to the preceding article on the County Donegal,
here are a few notes gleaned from Newspaper articles sent over from Irc-
land to Michael Bunck of Pershore in Vorcs:

'Tt had been thought for some time that until a new bridge for
road traffic was built over the River Foyle to connect Strabane
with County Donegal, the future of the C.D.R. was assured. However,
the Rallway Company who wer. incurring ever-increasing losses, were
anxious to transfer to the roads with all haste,



'Thus, they hit upon the novel idea of laying a road surface over
" one of their own bridge between Strabane and Lifford,

'Strabane 1s connected with Donegal by four bridges, two rail, owned
by the Railway Company, and two roqd * The latter are both very old
and weak and loads over them are severely restricted, Both are also
Customs Posts, as the river they span is the National Border, therefore
any new bridges require the consent of the twe Governments, and as yet
this hasn't been recelved.

*The County Donegal Rallway had been waiting for a new bridge to be
built for some considerable time, and had gbadually let track mainten—
ance slide. Due to this, about a year ago most train schedules had to
be decelerated owing to worsening track conditionsy thus it came about
that the Rallway took matters into their own hands and sought permission
to close from the Republic Government. Permission was granted under
. Statuary Instrument Nos, 178 and 179, dated 26,10,59, The Order to
come into force as from 1.1,60,

tAlthough closure had been expected for a long time, when it did
eventually arrive, it was swift, with 1little over two months' notice,

Two months being the minimum notice to be given. Things went on as
usual, except perhaps for the fatal accident at Letterkenny on November
14th when & Railway employee was killed assisting in shunting operations,

'The Railway was given permission to close entirely, but in fact due
to bridge trouble had to retain a freight service from Strabane to Stran-
orlar o« little longer. From January 1st this year, @ shuttle service of
U.T.A. buses was operated from Strabane as far as the Border bridge where
passengers had to slight, and walk across, ..t Lifford, the other side,
C,D.R. buses took them to Letterkenny or Stranorlar, The rest of the
railway is already served by existing C.I.E. routes,

tilcanwhile, a road surface was being leid on the Strabane-Lifford
raiiway bridge, and trains still used the Strabanc-Castlefinn bridge.

The road was connccted up at eacn end 'NO TRESPMSSING' notices displayed.

“The bridge was ré-opened on January 28th, and the C.D.R. buses now
run right through to Strabane. The last-freight train, as mentioned
elsewhere, running on February 6th,

'Yith the closure of the railway, the Strabane Urbon Council is now
pressing for the remaqval of the bridge over the Rallway at Strabanc,
commonly known ds !The Camel's Hump, and the Donegal County Council is to
seek permission from the C,D,R. for other traffic to use the private
bridge at Lifford until the new road bridge 1s built,

tThe final event in the history of the Donegal Railway was the recelving
of the Abandonment Order, S.I. No,9 of 1960, dated 18th January, and
effective from 16th February, already Loco No,1l is at work 1ifting the
track of the truncated Letterkenny line.




BETCHWORTH QUARRIES Or counter~suggestions by E., K, Stretch.

'Referring to the interesting notes in the March/April issue of
the Newsheet, might I suggest that the peculiar gauge of 312" may well
be a gauge of one Hetre measured between the VEBS of the rails, a method
which I believe was occasionally used on the Continent in the early days;
contractors lines of this gauge, measured in this way, may well have been
used in construction work in Fpance, thou:h at the time the Quarry line
was laid down there would be no fetre gauge lines in public use in France.

'With reference to the gauges used in Mauritius, may I point
out that the correct spelling of the French measure is tpicd du roi!, and
its 1/12th division is a 'Pouce! not a 'ponce!'. t'hile agreeing with
lir. Taylor's other calculations, I cannot agree that 2'7%" = 2 pieds
6 pouces, 2 pleds 6 pouces are 812 mm., or almost exactly 288", (2177
is 806mm) To be strictly accurate, 3 pieds are 974 mm, not 972, but the
difference here is so microscopic that it does not affect the English
'translation' of 3t2)w,

In this connection, it is interesting to note that long-abandoned
measures of length often lie behind apparently pcculiar gauges; the Sparish
Standard Gauge of 1.67m, or almost 5'6" is actually exactly SIX Castillian
FEET, Vhilst the gauge of 891 mm, or just over 2'11% extensively used in
Sweden, is THREE Swedish FEET. !

(very, very interesting Mr. Stretch. Ed.)

FOOTNOTE: (Re the preceding article: Does anyone else know of similar
'Tie~ups?! between odd sounding gauges and local measurements?
If so, write to the Editor giving FULL details and we'll
have them in print and let others know about them through
the medium of our Newsheet) Ed.

'DEC,UVILLE! By Ken, Hartley of Selby, Yorks.

A little-known, though very interesting narrow gouge line is to
be found at Barlow, near Selby in Yorkshire.

Laid down in 1942, by Italian P,0.V. labour to a gauge of 60 cm,
much of the track is embedded, tramway fashion, in concretec, but 2 portion
which traverses open-ground, is laid on steel slcepers, and ballasted with
gravel, The main line, a continuous loop of irregular shape, serves the
main buildings, while several short branches fecd other, closed and open
storage areas.

Two standard Hudson-Hunslet 20 H,P, O=4-0 diesel locos (H,E.Nos.
2618/k2, and 2966/44) work the traffic, o month at a time alternately,
They have 2-cylinder Allsa-Craig engines, two speeds in cither direction,
chain drive to both axles, and cabs without roofs., Wheels are 1'S5% diamj
wheelbase of 2t11" (Nominal) length over buffers, 8!'9"; width 31'6"; and
weigh 3/ tons,



These little locos are extremely reliable, and completely trouble-
free, They have recently been re-painted in !'Bronze! Green, with footplate
etc., in Black; Red buffer beams (Black buffer-blocks), and Yellow nlmbers i
on cab sides, with mokers! plates in brass, polished - a, decided inprovement
on the former 'all-green' livery,

Thirteen Hudson stecl-bodicd open bogie wagons are¢ in use,
practlse, the two-section drop sides are never used, and are stored away, so l
the vehicles are virtually !'flats', with end panels only. One borie on each
vehicle is fitted with brakes on all wheels, operated by vertical shaft and
screw. The other bogies are plaing

A1l have 1'0" dia. disc wheels, a wheelbase of 2'3", are roller- i
bearing fitted and in consequence are very freely running, The inside meas-~
urements of the bodles is 16'6" by 4'6", and bogie centres are 13'0%,

Simple chain couplings are uaed, and buffing is taken carc of by
the reinforced, curved ends of the bogie frames, These wagons are pulnted i
in the 'Bronze' Green for the body, nunbers are in Vhite, and have Black
underframes and runnlng gear, They carry 5-tons, and have o tare weig nt of
approximately 17 tons,

Total length of track is roughly 1 mile, and the railway is in dally i
operation, though, unfortunately is not open to the gencral public.

THE SIERR.. LEBONE GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS, By Paul Lusoomwsa of Dirmingham.

'Railway Magazine'!, though not by the same Author).

(a) Although various schemes for a line were put forward betwcen 1872
and 1890, the main advogates for the present line was the Liverpool Chamber of
Commerce, whose proposals found much favour in Sierra Ledne, and subsequently
the support of the Secretary of State. Vork was begun in January, 1896 and
was far adyanced for the Governor, His Excellency Colonel Frederic Cardew,C, k.G
to attend a first trial run between Cline Town and the Jetty at Cline Point,
Unfortunately the proceedings were somewhat disrupted when the locomotive be- l
come de~railed.

(b) The light construction and narrow gauge both stemmed from the usual
couses -~ cost and the configuration of the land. As it was, the final total l
outlay was £1,614,768, resulting in a cost per mile of £4,777.

s The railway did not begin to pay its way until 1905, and the optim-
istic forecasts of its rosy future were not fulfilled. The natural waterwaysil

(The following notes are supplementary to the article currcently running in .

instead of acting as feeders, proved to be competitors, and the prosperous

towns which it thought would spring up at points where ancient trade réutes
were crossed, did not come into being., Since 1927, the rallway huS made a
profit in the years 1936/37 and 1941/42 only.

(¢) The Mountain Railway was authorised in August 1902, and opened for l
public traffic wn March 1lst, 1904,

(a¢) Wwith regard to the passenger rolling-stock, it has not (as stated)
all been built at Cline Town Shops, In fact, most of it has been ¢enstructed
by the Gloucester Carriage & Wagon Co. Ltd., tloreover, there is an order- l
with that Company at the moment for the following: :
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(e) It may be that the term, 'Tramways' for the lines beyond Boia
was adopted because (1) inimal traction only was used (2) The bridges
were not completed, and ferries were in use instead,

(f) sierra Leone is not tabout the size of Wales', it is well over
three times' larger.
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
held on 7th HMay 1960 -
at '
The Exchgnge Restaurant, Stephenson Place, Birmingham
commencing at 3. p.m.

HON, SECRETARY'S REPORT for 1959-1960

For perhaps the first time the Hon. Secretary is able to report pro-
gress in all aspects of the Society's work.

Four Areas are mnow established, and are organising for themselves
ambitious programmes of meetings, visits and other activities, As the
Agents themselves will have a chance to speak later, T shall not elaborate
further, except to say that the L. & S.E. Area is the largest with 85
members, but only 40 are active in attending meetings etc.

The membership list has risen steadlly during the year and we reached
a total annual membership of exactly 200 on 3ist larch, This has been a
record year for new members, These have been attracted by the Leeds and
Birmingham Area meetings and also two national exhibitions (M,R.C. & N,i.E)
held in London. Ve have 36 cnquiries at the National liodels Exhibition
and 23 people joined. Our publications continue to attract new friends
and the remainder of the new members were probably first interested after
having read our handbooks.

Throughout the year your Committee has been making efforts to improve
our publications, and these have made regular appearance without exception.
The winter magazine was thinner than usual due to lack of finance, but hope
this will be remedied in the coming year, The News~sheet has contained
members' address changes and the 1list of hew members at intervals. Ve
hope to continue this practice in the future,

When your Committee met in November 1959 it reluctantly decided to
propose that the subscription be increased, and this measure was passed at
a Special General lMeeting held in London during February, Thanks are due
to those members who recorded postal votes, The increased income will
enable your Committee to consolidate the arrangements already made and will
enable them to provide something extra from time to time,

I should like to thank all those who have helped with the routine tasks
during the year, Addressing envelopes im 2 laborious but essential task,
but this is still carried out smoothly and our publications leave my
address at a pre-arranged date.
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The close of the year brought a final and most exciting venture, The
preservation by the London & S.E. Area of yet another locomotive, This is
"Pownsend Hook" from the Dorking Limestone Quarries, Betchworth, Surrey,
The locomotive has been purchased by the Ares and transported to the Blue-
bell Line for temporary storage without cost to the Society. Donations
are urgently required however, to cover the cost of two pairs of new wheels
which have been offered us for £20 rather than sending them for scrap.

Now that “"Barber” is now nearly ready for exhibition we arc delighted
to learn that the Handbook on Harrogate Gas Vorks is now nearly ready to go
to Press.

In the Centenary Year the Hudswell Clark & Co,, we are pleased to report
that the Society expects to publish a history of the firm in the near future.
A1l credit goes to Ron Redman and other active friends in Leeds,

So to sum up the year it has been one of advance and with interest ine
creasing, we look forward to even greater things in the coming years, but
this will need help and loyalty of our ordinary members,. ns well as the
labours of your Committeec, e ‘

Thank you all for your co~operation.

et JOHN,
Hon, Organising Secrctary.

: That the report be adopted was proposed by lr. Bllllngton, secondod
by ilr. Ormlston Chant and oarrled unaﬂlmously. 3 ’

HON, TREASURER!'S REPORT FOR 1959-1260

As far as money is concerned thils was a lcan ycar., Vie had to give
carcful thought before we authorised any expenditure, During tle later part
of 1959, I was extremely anxious because I felt that we might cven have a
deficit at the end of the year. This however, was averted by economies, by
the generosity of certain Life flembers and the heavy influx of new members.
Your Committee therefore, felt that an increase in subscription, however

i régfettable, would stabilise things and provide a minimum reserve in the bank

for emergencies, .May I take the opportunity of expressing. our thanks to
those Life Members and others who responded to our appeal for -donations.

In the statement of accounts you will no doubt notice that the renewals
appear to be low, This was due to the fact that some are shown in the bal~
ance from 1958~59 and about £6 were used by the time the year started.
Showing that we really had a deficit at the commencement,  This apparently
false picture has been avoided for the year 1960~61 by not booking renewals
until 1st April, tMay I thank all those who paid early, it does help me so
very much and enables an adgance budget to be made,
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The Society has no debts or creditors and we can therefore look for-
ward to progress in the coming year and I expect the burden on the
Committee will be greatly reduced by the extra money which will be avail-
able, Should all of last years 200 members renew, we shall be in an
extremely strong position and we look forward to going from strength to
strength.

) Thank you so much all of you who have given tlme and effort into:
keeping us out of the red this year, . ; 3

C. H. JOHN
Hon. Treasurer

That the report be adopted was proposed by lir. Swift, seconded by
lir, Halton agnd carried unanlmously.

AREA AGENTS' REPORTS

Birmingham & Midlands Area

The Area has so far held six meetings during the 1959/60 session, at
four of which outside speokers have given talks usually illustrated by
slides or photographs on matters of genéral interest.

Attendance at Area meetings has varied between o minimum of eight
and a maximum of twenty-four, imcluding visitors,

Speakers have been lr. Douglas Clayton, o member of the Society,
fir, C. C, Green, who has come on two occasions, and lMr,Patrick Vhitehouse.

. At a mceting held on the 15th December approximately eight members of the
" Soclety gave short talks on various matters and this proved to be a most

interesting and successful evening, which 1t is certainly hoped to repeat
on future occasions,

The Final meeting of the 1959/60 session will take place on May 24th
when the Speaker will be Mr. R, M. Sinclair,

211 meetings have been at the Exchange Restaurant, Stephenson's ‘Place,
Birminghgm, and it 1s hoped that we shall be able to continue to use this
establishment as our regular venue for some time,

The Society's membership in this Area totals approximately thirty at
the present time, and the attendance at meetings can be shid to be gener-
ally satisfactory, bearing in mind that certain members live some distance
from Birmingham and find it difficult to attend meetings held in the
evening, There are, however, occasions when attendance does fall off and
this is regrettable, particularly when outside speakers have given of their
time to come along and talk to us. It 1s hoped that members will make
every effort in the future to attend every meeting they possibly can.
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It is also unfortunate that the rate at which the Society is recruiting
new members in this Area has fallen off very noticeably during the current

year compared with 1958/59, This obviously gives cause for concern and
indicates the vital need to use every opportunity to publicise Area active
ities both by individuals and the Society as a whole,

In accordance with our usual custom organised Area activitics will
cease during the Summer months except possibly for a visit, details of which
will be published later. Ve shall resume again on Tuesday September 13th
when the meeting will be in the nature of a Social occasion and discussion,

B, R, Heaton, ‘
Agent, '

Lecds Area ‘

It is Jjust a year since I gave my Tirst report on the Leeds /rea of the
Society and in those 12 months we have made great progress, ) l

The upward trend in naprow gauge interests has been well shown by the
varied lcctures and shows put on by local members on the last Fridays in
cach monthy in all we had 8 indoor meetings in the ycar, on The Lynton and
Barnstaple ﬁuilway, Buropean Narrow Gauge; American 210" gauge, Irish 3!'0¢ -
gauge, 100 ycars of Hudswell Clarke built locomotives, The Lincs of Northern
Spain, and two general slide shows, in all, a good cross secction of the
fworld! of Narrow Gauge,

It is the opinion of the Leeds liembers that ouside visits should form a
very important part of the area activities, and last ycor we had three visits,
evening visits to the Hunslet Engine Co., Manchester Vater Uorks Line and a
Sunday visit to Horwich Vorks for thc 18" gauge line and a tour of the works,
plus a stand at the Leeds llodel Railway Club Exhibition.

This year we hope to have new outside visits, including Hudswell Clarke's
and the remains of the Ashover railway.

Vlork is in progress on the two narrow gouge locomotives preserved in
Leeds wnd we hope to have a third one for the collection soon, Details will
be given by the Preservation Secretary in his report.

Viell, that's the last year, a fair record, I think, all due to area
members working well togetherj in particular I would like to thank flr.P.G,
Brennand for his help in booking the meeting room each month, Mr,H,Holdsworth
for his help with transport on many occa510ns during the year, both for the
Epidiascope and for outside visits; WM . "P, Halton for his help with printing
details- of meetings etc., and all who have glven shows for us during the year,
especially filr. M. Swift who helped on two occaslons and it is interesting to
note that over 300 colour slides were proaected during his last show on
Spanish lines, This was a truly outstanding meeting.




That, briefly was 1959; now we move into a new year with plenty. of
fresh activities for area members, which I hope will prove just as
successful as last year,

R. N, REDMAN,
Chairman & Leeds Area Agent,

North-West Area

At the time of the opening meeting of the Aprea there were tcn members
within the counties of Lancashire, Cheshire, Cumberland, Vestmorland, and
the Isle of Man. Two have since left the Area for other parts of the
country, Of the remaining eight, five are able or willing to take part
in the Area activities, one is resident away from the centre of activities,
the remaining two are unable or unwilling to attend meetings,

Great difficulty has been expericnced in calling meetings due to the
fact that the membership is spread over a wide area, most of the members
having to Jjourney 30 or 40 miles to the meeting place. Some of the meme-
bers also are employed on shiftwork which does not make things any easier.
Despite the difficulties however two meetings and an excursion were held,
which were much enjoyed by those attending,

IEMBERGHIP At the 1959 Exhibition of the Hanchestér liodel Railway Socicty,
a poster was displayed, Tt is regretted that this has
brought no results, Other contacts for additional members have also
failed to achieve success, It is now clear that the limited personal
contacts of the present membership are not cnough to gaih more than one
or two new members. As certain members of the Socicty are not suffice
iently interested to support the Area, it 1s not to be wondered at that
more progress has not been made.

ACTIVITIES Ve have investigated the Scoutmoor Quarrics and Railway be-
longing to J. Yhittaker & Son, lately of Scoutmoor, Edenfield,
The whole system is derelict, Attempts have been made to communicate
with the present owner and executor, Mr, John Vhittaker, but our efforts
have been met with a blank silence. Another form of approach will be
attempted this year, and it is then hoped that we may preserve one of the
railway wagons for the Society. The preservation of a unique locomotilve

will also be investigated., Meanwhile permission has been obtained fronm
the Director General, Ordnance Survey, to produce a large scale map of
the system, the map being based on the Ordnance Survey or the area,

One member is at present engaged on the drafting of this map. Vhen
royalties have been paid, copies of the map will be printed and offered for
sale. Drawings of a locomotive and a wagon will also be made and will
also be reproduced for sale.

Fuller activities in connection with the Scoutmoor Railway depend on
our success in approaching the owner..



2. The Areca hopes-to visit other narrow gauge railways durlpg the summer,
but it must be realised that the small nembership and personal restrictions
imposed upon the present members, make impossible any form of planned pro=
gramme for meetings or v151ts.

For this reason alone we are being very cautious in committing our-
selves to any extensive activities.
C. Ormiston-Chant,
N.W, Area Agent,

London & S, E, Area.

This Airea has a uembership of 85 well over a third of the total
membership, Ve have had five very successful meetings in London and on
one occasion we werc able to welcome 40 members.

Our members staffed stands at both the N,M., and i.E.C. Exhibitions
and many new members were introduced to the Society,

Perhaps the most important item to be reported was the Preservation
of “Townsend Hook™, well over £100 have been collected and the locomotive
_paid for and transported for storage to the Bluebell Line. £20 is still
reguired to purchase two pairs of new wheels to enable the locomotive to
be worked in the future.

In view of the amount of work carried on by the irea, two ..ssistant
Agents have been appointed, iessrs, P, lyatt and T, L. Townsend.
fir, M. J. Setechell has also been appointed Hon.Block Librarian by the
Area, The /ssistant figents will help the dAgent at meetings and also run
exhibition stands on behalf of the .rea,

C. H. JOHN, 7 et &
Londdn & S.E,.gent,

REPORT by-HON,LIBRARILN

%

Ttems from library continue to be despatched at an average rate of
twenty-four a month - usually two at a time, The number of folders has
been increased over the year - sce revised library list, Even that is
out of date duc to influx of new material. The amount of material in the
foldors is continuing to increase, thanks to the generosity of .members who

have sent in photographs, drawings, cuttings etc.,

L member of the socicty, Robert Dightam is at present translating the
captions on the illustrations in the volume Chemin de Fer SulSS? apres un
siecle dcaling with rolling stock, It is a very arduous task in a volume



of this size and a very stout effort on Robert's part,

Purchase of volumes is of course as yet impossible on the Societyls
budget, However some day we may be able to do something about that,

Queries have come to the department regarding specific information
which we don't always have. Vle have however managéed to put people in
touch with other members who may be able to help them and we tentatively
feel that the term freference! could be used in its widest sense if we had
a 1ist of any speclal interestw of particular members who would be pré-
pared to pass their knowledge on to others.

We should like some day to see the major items in the folders listed.
However we hope that we shall continue to be snowed under with new material
from members to such an extent that it will be a long time before we get
round to it, Seriously though it has been interesting to see how the
scope and value of the Society's collection has increased and our grateful
thanks go to the many members who have brought this about. Nonetheless
there are many lines which have come and gone in this country, some of
which are only a name to us and there must be many more whlch are not even
that, Any information, however 'small, which members may have on local
lines in their area, are all valuable pieces in this fascinating jig-saw
which we are slowly piecing together.

R. P, LEE,
Hon,Librarian.

Read in his absence by Hr. li., Swift.

Thanks are due to Mr, E. Tonks for donating a copy of his book the
YTRONSTONE LINES OF THE MIDLANDS“ to the library.

Mr. Swift proposed that some cash be given to the Hon,Librarian f£or pure
chase of books. P

This was seconded by Mr, Redman and carrled unanimously (Conmlttee to
determine the amount,)

PUBLICATIONS: There 1s very little to report. The winter 1959-60

mogazine had to be cut due to the lack of available funds.
An Tan Allan Ltd., production on the Vale of Rheidol Railway will bear the
footnote prepared by the Narrow Gauge Railway Socliety to record the fact
that it was prepared by our Editor.

NEWS-SHEET: Mr. Brennand was unable to be present to give a report. MNr.
John mentioned that the variation in size was due to finance
only and was outside the Editor‘'s control.



PRESERVATION:

winter,

expect to be able to put her on show,

He expected that one of the Eastwell Locomotives = probably
'Lord Granby!' - might be available for preservation shortly.

Mr. Halton stated that work in Leeds ceased during the
When "Barber” is finished, Leeds Museum Committee

Mr, Voolhouse hopes to be able to locate aqur wagon at

Nocton and to find a home for it on his Lincolnshire Line.

#r, Voolhouse

stated that all necessary replacements have been ordered from Baghall!s, and
when these arrive it is hoped to run the locomotive, perhaps during the

season,
and H,

The boiler has passed the necessary test.
Swift proposed that shares in the Llncolnshlre Coast Rly Co,, be

fiessrs. R. N. Redman

accepted in lieu of transport and storage payments made by the Society for

tPotert,
carried unanimously.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS

The value of the shares is expected to be

President: . G. Cope
Hon.Organising Secretary) 62 0, Tohn.
& Hon.Treasurer )
‘Publications’ Offlcer V. J, K, Davies.
Hon, Librarian ; R, P, Lee
( R. N. Redman
= ( P, G, Brennand
Ordinary Members: ( BE. R. Heaton
(-
( P, S, Halton

ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

£10. This motion was

(Leeds Agent)

(Birmingham Agent)

Ormiston-Chant (N,V, Agent)

(Preservation Sec.)

Mr, John proposed that Epic George Cope be made a

Hon, lember of the Society.

“r, Davies and carried with acclamation.

A letter from liessrs,
Site in the London Area,

This was seconded by

Ian Allan was read with regard to a Preservation
tir, Davies was authorised to make further
enquiries and the Committee instructed to proceced if it thought fit,

This

was on a proposal from E, Cope seconded by R, C, Ormiston~Chant and carried

unanimously,

The business mecting concluded at 5.30 p.m.

by a film show given by lr, John ..dams,

This was followed

Thanks are due to Mr, Heaton for arranging the Museum visit in
the morning, the tea during the meeting and also the film show for the

evening.

C. H, JOHN, )
Hon,Organising Secretary &
Hon.Treasurer.



