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A RE!HNDER FROl.1 THE HON. TREASURER 

Thank you so much those of you who have responded to my request, 
and paid their subscription renewals early. May I remind those who have 
not yet sent in their money, tho.t this is the last communication they will 
receive from us, and that their name will be removed from the list on 3lst 
May. So please let me have your form and cash without delay. For those 
who for one reason or another are not renewing, I would be glad to receive 
a letter or card from you to tell me. 

A.G.M. 

received a 
friends. 
the time. 

This is to be held in Birmin[;liam 
programme and nge nda , We look 
If you are unable to attend all 
The business meeting starts at 

this year. ,'\11 members have 
forward to welcoming many 
day, please come for part of 
3.00 p,m. in the Exchange Res- 

taurant in Stephenson Place. 

Our t.hanks are due to Mr. E. R. Heaton, the Birmingham .~gent, 
who will be host to us all on this most important occasion. 

AREf., NOTES ,\ND NE\}S 

LEEDS AREA: Agent: R.N.Redman, 11 Outwood \'/alk, Horsforth, LEEDS. 
l.leeting Place: Headingley Hill Congregational Church Rooms, 

Headingley Lane, LEEDS 6. 
At the last meeting which was held on Friday March 25th, 
R.N.Redman go.ve us an interesting talk on the narrow gauge 
locos built by Hudswell Cl~rke's over the past 100 years. 
P.G.Brennand at the meeting before this gave a talk on the 
Sandy River & Rangeley Lakes R.R. of U.S.A. 

FUTURE ,\CTIVITIES: 
Sat. April 23rd - 'Narrov1 Gauge in Spain' is the title of an illustrated 

talk to be presented at the Leeds University by lilike 
Swift and Ken Plant. This is to be a combined effort 
in conjunction vii th the rlhi t.o Rose Area of the Festin 
iog Rly. Society, and the Leeds University Railway 
Society. 

- 'Narrow Gauge !foilways of' Majorca 19 by K.E.Hartley. Fri. May 27th 
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LONDON & SOUTH EAST ARE,l Agent: C. H. John, 23 Cr-o s sway , Uest Ealing, 
LONDON, \'!.13. 

f.1eeting P'Lacee Keen House, 4-8 Co.lshot Street, 
LONDON, N. 1. 

The .'.reo. ho.d a very well attended. (25 members) :._G.tcl. at the 
above venue; amo ng s b the items discussed was the preservation of "Townsend 
Hook". \'le ar-e therefore plensed to give details of this locomotive below:- 

!\ FLETCHER FOR THE N.G.R.S, ! 

The latest o.ddition to the Narrow Gauge Railwo.y Society's stocli: 
of preserved locomotives is Townsend Hook, a 312" gauge Fletcher Jennings 
0-4-0 side t ank locomotive built in 1880, It is now at Sheffield Park 
sto.tion on the Bluebell Line, a s t an dand go.uge line which is to be run by 
enthusiasts, This project to save Townsend Ho::>k from being scrapped is a 
London & .Sou t.h Eas t Areas one. 

Townsend Hook worked o.t the Bo t chwor-t h quarry of the Dorking 
Grey-Stone Lime Co. Lt.d , , in Surrey, where it vrns No.4. It is o.lso the 
fourth locomotive to be preserved by the N.G.R,S. negotiators for its pres- 
e r-vu t i.o n bego.n on the 27th February, 1960. :,s a r-o su Lt; of tho generosity 
of o. few members a.nd other enthusiasts with a very generous dono.tion by 
C, Townsend Hook & Company Limited, Po.per !fakers of Sno d Land , Kent, No. 4 
had been paid for by 2lst i,inrch. A ge nor-a L a opoc L was sent out and o. 
photograph o.nd briGf' description of the locomotive o.ppeo.rod in the Model 
Engineer. This brought inn few more denotions. 

A small working po.rty went to the quarry on the 2nd .\pril to 
clean No ,4 o.nd a largo party turned up on the 9th ,\pril to lift some t.r-ac k , 
which was noe de d to un Lo ad the locomotive on at Sheffield Park, arid to 
make fino.l preparations for the removal on t ho lOth :,pril. 

Luckily the lOth w as mo.inly a fine do.y. 'I'ho low-loader came 
eo.rly and No.4 wo.s loaded without o. lot of trouble, although we had a few 
.o.nxious moments. 1:1ith g r-e a t skill the driver managed his charge in the 
confined areo. nva.i Lab Ie and the low-croader and locomotive were soon moving 
in the direction of Sheffield Par-k , o.ttracting much o.ttention on tho way. 

Although this locomotive ho.s been bought an d transported to its 
new site, we still need donations to repo.y the loans .wh i.oh have been made 
to us by .'\.re"- members towards the transport costs. These must be repaid 
before the Lccomot i.ve can be restored to its former glory and put in steam 
o.gain. If every member gave 2/6d o. lo.rge proportion of our debts would 
be met! Surely this is a very small price for such a historiual loco- 
motive? Please send your 2/6d (or more if you are able), to the Fund's 
'rreo.surer: J. Townsend~ Blo.ckhorse Lane, i\ddis_combe, Croydon, Surrey. 
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BIRl11INGH:.r.1 ,\RE.\ /,gent: E, R. Hoo. ton, 30 \"Jychcll Lo.ne, Kings Norton, 
Birmingham 30. 

fJeeting Place: The Exchange Resto.uro.nt, Stephenson Pl. 
Birmingham. 

On Jon. 26th 12 members attended to hear- the to.lk g ivo n 
by Rick Green on Ro.ilwo.y Photography; it wo.s very int0r 
esting, and much opprecio.ted by o.11, 

The joint .meeting with the T.R.P.S, hold on the 8th Morch wo.s 
one of the most successful to do.te, o.ttendo.nces being - 11 T.R.P.s., o.nd 
13 of our own, Po.t J/hitehouse 's films of course bo i.ng first-class photo 
grnphico.lly,, o.nd r-e a Ll.y Lnt.er-e s t i ng., some having been used on his T.V. 
pr ogr-amme , 1 Rc i Lway Roundc.bout'. It is hoped that more of his films 
v,ill be shown o.t tho A.G.I.l, on f.1o.y 7th. 

FUTURE ~CTIVITIES 
Tuesday, l'.l.:ly 24th 'The location and prcsorvotion of Nar-r-ow Gouge Loco 

motives• is the title of a talk to bo 3iven by 
Mr. R, r1. Sinclair. 

This meetini:; will conclude the present 1959/60 series.of meet 
ings in this .',reo., ond o. restart v1ill be mode on Tuesday, September 13th 
commencing o.t 7 p s.m , ot the usuo.l venue, This VJill be o. social evening, 
and members are o.skod to bring o.long o.ny photographs, transpo.rcncies etc., 
also the time will be_ devoted to a discussion_ of the 1960/ 61 progro.mme, 
and reminiscences· of' the summe'r •s roilwc.y activities. 

NOrlTH r:ESTERN :,RE.·,: .\gent: R. c. or-mi.s t.o n-Chant , 17 i~oseleigh .cvcnuo , 
Bur nage , l!J::rncyester 19. 

For d0to.ils of activities please apply to 
Mr. Or-mi.s t.o n-Bhc nt , 

FESTINIOG NOTES. Extracts from the Officio.I Journal, 

Throughout the winter, routine mo.inteno.n_ce wor-k has Gone o.heo.d. 
on o.11 three locomotives, us well o.s on rollinr; stock or-id permanent __ wo.y. 

The temporary level cr-os s.i ng o.t rlhiv, P'Lo s is now complete, and 
the restoro.tion of the booking ho.11 o.t Portmo.doc Station (Harbour) is 
also progressing sotisfo.ctorily. The interior is being completely mod- 
ernised, 

Thq train service for next se aso n will be bosicolly the so.me 
o.s for lost seuson, except thut certain trains which ro.n 1os required' 
will now be included in the timetable as re~ular services, It is hoped 
thot- coo.eh No, -15 will be restored in- time to re-enter tro.:ffic in Augus t , 

Efforts ar-e being mude to increase the number .of coo.eh tours 
visiting the railway. 

The final, audited passenger :figure for 1959 was 75,9.,, 



PENRHYN QUARRIES Latest news from David Joy of York. 

These quo.rries were visited on MO:rch 30th o.nd the situ<ltion re- 
garding the Slate Industry appears to have improved very slightly. The 
uftornoon train now running regularly, leaving the Port o.t 2.45 p.m. 

1LINDA1 wo.s in use on the ma.in lino; 1CHARLES1 in the shod o.t 
the. port, is now vri their awn and will not be used aga.i n , 

The· line of derelict locos outside the workshops nov: consists of 
the following: 'EIGL\ U 1, I STANHOPE', t KATHLEEN 11 t JUBILEE 18971, 
1BRONLrlYD1 (Wheels and frame only), 'LILL.'.1', 'EDW:,RD SHOLT01, 'LILIAN' 
and 'SERGE,'cNT MURPHY'. 

There wore no loss than four locomotives in the workshops, 'OGVlEN' 
was in process of being ove r-hau Ie d, wheels o.nd motion having been completely 
dismantled, 'BLf,NCHE I ho.d only recently entered and stripping down for 
overhaul was to be undertaken in the near future. 1 Pf,MEL\ 1 was in small 
pieces, and was not to be re-assembled, due to· the worn-out condition of the 
boiler. 'GERTRUDE' was having beauty treatment in the form ~f a repaint, 
etc. This locomotive was withdrawn in 1955 and has since spent over three 
years in the open. It has now been sold, and it would be very interesting 
to find tiut to whom it has been sold, 

t. t the ac t ua L qunr-r-y , 'CEGUr' and 'I!INIFRED' were in the ground 
level shed, both on steam. One other loco could be seen in steo.m on one of 
the go.lleries, but duo to the fo.<;t tho.t it was ro.inini:; heavily o.t the time 
investigation was curried no further. 

Our correspondent wo.s told by the Foreman, that o.11 the derelict 
locomotives outside the workshops \1ere to be scrapped I In the very no ar 
future 1. 

E,\ST\!ELL IRON onE co. LTD. 
\.'.'.LXH,\f'!J IRON -ORE CO, 

By Jim Hawkesworth of Nottingham 

Both these concerns have now ceo.sed operations with rail transport, 
road vehicles hav i.ng now t ake n ovos-, 

t.t Eastwell, the dat.o of' conversion is not yet knovm, but 
inquiries o.re proceeding with in o.n ondeo.vour to find out when, etc., 

The so.me applies at Ualtham where the truck hos been removed o.s 
fo.r o.s the·first point at the exchongo sidings. 

The locations of the locomotive stock atE:;istwell o.re as follows: 

'NANCY' 
'BELVOIR' 
'PIONEER I 
1UNDERB,'.NK' 
'MOUNT,UNEER t 
1LORD GRf,NBY - 

In shed. 
Outside workshop. 
In shed. 
Outside workshop. 
Inside workshop. 

n n 
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As fo.r as con be determined, the shed is now in use C\S o. gar-age 
for the road vehicles. Shame !!!! 

Bac k now to Ualthnrn. 'B,'tRONET I is isolo.tod on b. length of 
track and 'N!,NTEs·, is still reposing on tho loo.dine bo.nk where she has 
stood for so long now. 'CtJ;1BR/,I1 and 1DRE:,DNOUGHT' ar-o still s i t t i ng 
in the shed. 

CCUNTY DONEG[,L R,\IL\'!!\ YS JOINT COMMITTEE -----------~--- By Milw Swift. 

After the closure of the System Goods trains from Stro.bnne to 
Stro.norlnr continued to run until the river bridge o.t Lifford could be 
modified for roo.d traffic. 

'.I'ho road traffic commenced using the bridge on Jo.nuo.ry 25th, 
and the last goods t r-ai n r-an on· Februo.ry 6th., a Lt.hough odd trips mo.y 
ho.vo been mo.de after this do.to. The Stro.bo.ne & Letterkenny's o.ffo.irs 
ho.ve been wound up, but no sto.rt ho.s been made on lifting the tro.ck, 
although the 4-6-4T No.11 1ERNE' has been isolo.ted o.t Lctterkenny for 
the demolition _train. On the rest of the system, only about, a half' 
mile of track has been lifted so far from Ballysho.nnon, 

Fortuno.tely, a goodly selection of the stock is to be pre 
served, at the Belfast Transport Museum, soon to move into new premises. 
The following items o.re to be preserved:- 

2-6-4T No .1 1 ALICE 1 , 
Ro.ilco.r trailer No.3. 

6-wheel Sa Loo n Coo.eh No,l 
(originally Dublin & Blessincton Steam 
Tro.mwo.y, Drewry Railco.r) 

(Ex-Clogher Valley Railway) 
'PHOENIX'. (ex-Clogher Valley 1932, con 
verted from V!o.lker Bros. 3eC1red steam 
loco to diesel by C.D.R.J.C.) 

Railcar Ho.10 
4-whee 1 Diesel No. lJ .. 

c:,Vt.N & LEITRIM By Mike Swift. 

The whole of the C,&.L. track is now lifted. Bogie couch 
No.7L, (Railco.r trailer type, NOT a clerestory coc.ch ) has been sold to 
Dordno. Ilono., a nd tro.nsferred to their 3' O" gauge system at Lanes borough 

As a 'Follow-up' to the preceding article on the County Donego.l, 
here are a few notes gleaned from Newspo.per articles sent over from Ire 
land to Michael Buncjr of Pershore in \"Jorcs: 

1It had been thought for some time that until a new bridge for 
road traffic was built over the River Foyle to connect Gtrabane 
with County Donegal, the future of the C.D.R. was assured. However, 
the Railway Company who wer0 incurring ever-increasing losses, were 
anxious to transfer to the roads with all huste. 
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'Thus, they hit upon the novel idea of laying a road surface over 
one of t he i.r- own bridge between Stro.bane and Lifford, 

'Strabane is connected with Donegal by four·bridgos, two rail, owned 
by the Railway Company, and two road. · The lo.tter are both very old 
and wo ak and loads over them ar-e se ver-e Ly restricted. Both are a.l so 
Customs Po s t s , · as the river they s pan is the Na t i.o no L Border, therefore 
any new bridges require tho consent of the two Governments, and as yet 
this hasn't been received. 

'The County Donegal Railway had been waiting for a now bridge to be 
built for some considerable time, and had g:Bo.dunlly let track mainten 
ance slide, Due to this, a.bout a year ago mo;t train schedules had to 
be decelerated owing to worsening trnck conditions; thus it came about. 
that the Ra i.Lwny took ma t t.e r a into their own hands and sought permission 
to close from the Republic Government. Permission was 5rnnted under 
Sto.tuary Instrument No s , 178 o.nd 1797 doted .26,10,59, The Order to 
.come into force as from i\.,.1,60, 

'f1lthough closure had been expected for a long time, when it did 
e verrt ua L'Ly ur-r i.ve , it was swift, with little over two months' notice, 
Two months being the minimum notice to be g i.ven ; ·Things went on as 
usual, except perho.ps for the fotol accident at Letterkonny on November 
14th when a Railway employee wo.s killed assisting in shunting operations. 

'The RrJ.ilway was given permission to close entirely, but in fact due 
to bridge trouble had to retain o. freight service from Stro.bano to Stron 
o r Lar- a little longer. From Januo.ry lst this year, a shuttle service of 
U.T.A. buses was opero.ted from Stro.bane as far as the Border. br i dge where 
passengers had to e.light, arid wo.lk across, . :.t Lifford, the other side, 
C;D.R. buses took them to Letterkenny or Stranorlo.r. The rest of the 
railway is alreo.dy served by existing C. I.E. routes. 

• ioieo.nwhile, a roo.d surface was being La i.d on the Strabo.ne-Lifford 
ro.ilway bridc;e, and trains still used the Stro.bo.no-Co.stlefinn bridge. 
The roo.d was connected up at o ach end 'NO 'I'RESP,,SSING I notices displayed, 

"The bridge'wo.s·rc-opened on Januo.ry 28th, and the C.D.P. buses now 
run right through to Strabane. The last- freight tro.in, a s mentioned 
elsewhere, running on Februo.ry 6th. 

'V!ith the closure of the r-ai jway , the Strabane Ur-ban Council is now 
pressing for the removo.l of the bridge over the Ro.ilway .. o.t Stro.bo.ne, 
commonly known as 'The Co.mel's Hump, ·and the Donegol County Council is to 
seek permission from the C,D.R, for other traffic to use the private 
bridi:;e at Lifford until the now roo.d bridge is built. 

'The final event in the history of the Donego.l Ro.ilv1:1y wo.s the receiving 
of the Abandonment Order, s.r. No,9 of 1960, dated 18th January, o.nd. 
effective from 16th Februnry, o.lrendy Loco No.11 is o.t work lifting the 
t r-ack of' the trunco.ted Letterkenny line. 
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BETCHWORTH QU!,RRIES Or counter-suggestions by E. K. Stretch. 

'Referring to the interesting notes in the l,brch/ April issue of 
the Newsheet, mi1:5ht-r suggest tho.t the peculiar e;o.uge of 3'2}!'." may well 
be a gauge of one l,1etre measured between the HEBS of the roils, a. method 
which I be Li eve was occ'as'i.o nc Ll.y used on the Continent in the early do.ys; 
contractors lines of this gauge, measured in this way, may well have been 
used in construction work in Fro.nee, t houjh at the time the Quarry line 
was lo.id down there would be no Metre gauge lines in public use in Fro.nee, 

1Vlith reference to the gauges used in 1'1auritius, may I point 
out that the correct spelling of the French measure is 1piod du roi•, o.nd 
its l/12th division is a 1Pouce' not a 'ponce•. Uhile acreeing with 
Mr. To.ylor•s other cu Lcu La t i.o ns , I cannot agree tho.t 217%" = 2 pieds 
6 poucos , 2 pieds 6 pouces are 812 mm., or a Lmo s t exnctly 28811, (2 '?t" 
is 806mm) To be strictly accurate, 3 pieds are 974 mm, not 972, but the 
difference here is so microscopic that it does not affect the English 
1tro.nslation' of 312}!'.". 

'In this connection, it is interesting to note tho.t long-abandoned 
measures of length often lie behind apparently poculio.r gouges; the Spar.ish 
Standard Gauge of 1. 67m. or almost 5' 611 is actually exactly SIX Castillian 
FEET. \'Jhilst the gauge of 891 mm, or just over 2111" extensively used in 
SWeden, is THREE Swedish FEET. ' 

(Very, very interesting Mr. Stretch. Ed.) 

FOOTNOTE: (Re the preceding article: Does anyone else know of similar 
'Tie-ups' between odd soundinc; gauges and locol measurements? 
If so, write to the Editor giving FULL·. details and we' 11 
have them in print and- let others know about them through 
the medium of our Nev,sheet) Ed. 

'DEC.'.UVILLE' By Ken , Hartley of Selby, Yorks. 

A little-knovm, t hough very interesting narrow gouge line is to 
be found at Barlow, near Selby in Yorkshire. 

Laid down in 1942, by Italian P.o.v1. labour to a gauge of 60 cm, 
much of the track is embedded, tramway fashion, in concrete, but o. portion 
which troverses open' ground, is La i.d on steel sleepers, and bc LLa s t e d with 
gravel. The main line, a continuous loop of irregular shape, serves the 
main buildings, while several short branches feed other, closed and open 
storage areas. 

Two standard Hudson-Hunslet 20 H.P. o-4-o diesel locos (H.E.Nos. 
2618/421 and 2966/44) work the traffic, a month at a time alternately. 
They have 2-cylinder Ailsa-Craig engines, two speeds in either directiont 
chain drive to both axles, and cabs without roofs. Wheels are l' 511 diam; 
wheelbase of 2111" (Nominal) length over buffers, 8'9"; width 31611; and 
weigh 3}!'. tons. 
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These little locos ar-e extremely r e Li.ab Io , and completely trouble- 
free. They have recently been re-painted in 'Bronze' Green, with footplate 
etc., in Black; Rea buffer beams (Black buffer-blocks), and Yellow mimbcr-s 
On CO.b sides! With makers I p La t e s in br as s , polished - D.. deC:l.dC:i improvement 
on the former 'all-green' livery. 

Thirteen Hudson steel-bodied open bogie wagons aro in use. In I 
practis~, the two-~ection drop sides ~re never used, and are stored.o.way, so 
the vehicles o.re virtually 'flats', v11 th end panels only. One boc;ie on each 
vehicle is fitted with brakes on o.11 wheels, operoted by vertical ::;haft and 
screw. The other bog i e s ar-c plain; 

f,11 have 110" d i.a , disc wheels, o wheelbase of 213", are roller- 
boaring fitted and in consequence nre very freely runninc;. The inside mens- 
urements of the bodies is 1616" by 416", and boe;ie centres ore 1310". 

Simple chain couplings ore used, and buffing is to.ken co.re of by 
the reinforced, curved ends of the. bog i,e f r ame s , These wago ns ar-o painted 
in the 'Bronze' Groen for the body, numbers ar-e in rJhite, and hove Black 
underfro.mes a nd running gear, They carry 5 .tons, a nd have a to.re weight of 
approximately 1% tons. 

Total length of track is roughly 1 mile, and the r-o.i Lway is in daily 
operation, though, unfortunately is not open to the genero.l public. 

By Paul Lusoom..e of Dirraingho.m. 

(The following notes are supplementary to the article currently running in L 
I Railway Moco.zine 1 , though not by the sumo :, uthor). I 

(o.) Although various schemes f'o r- u line were put forwo.rd between 1872 
arid 1890, the main advogo t.e s for: the present line was the Liverpool Chamber of I 
Commerce, who so proposals found much favour in Sierra Leone, and subsequently 
the support o.f the Secretary of State. r/ork was begun in J.:i.nuary, 1896 and · 
was far c dgn nce d for the Governor, His Excellency Colonel Pr-eder-Lc Co.rdew,c,1.1.G_. 
to attend o. first triul run between Cline Town a nd the jetty o.t Cline Point, I 
Unfortunotely the proceedings were somewhat disrupted when the locomotive be 
came de-railed. 

(b) The light construction o.nd narrow go.uge both stemme_d from the usual 
co.uses - cost and the configu~o.ti:'n of the land.. As it· was, the final total J 
outlo.y was £11614,768, resulting in a· cost per mile of £4,777. u 

The railway did not begin to pay its wo.y until 1905, and the optim- 
ist"ic forecosts of its rosy future were not fulfilled. The notural wo.terways, 
insteo.d of acting as feeders, proved to be competitors, o.nd the prosperous J 
towns which it thought would spring up at points where ancient trode· r-ou+o s 
were crossed, did not come into being. Since 1927, the railway has mo.de o. 
profit in the years 1936/37 and 1941/42 only. I 

(c) The Mountain Ro.ilwoy wos authorised in Augu s t 1902, and opened for 
public traf:fic c n Mnrch Ls t , 1904. 

(d ) With r-egar-d to the po.ssenger rolling-stock, it has ne t (o's stttted) 
all been built at Cline Town Shops. In fact, most of' it has been constructed 
by the ,Gloucester Carriage & Wagon Co. Ltd., Moreover, there is an cr-der- 
with that Company a t. the moment :for the followinG: 



ORTHER.N 
PROVINCE 

•• " . 
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12 Bogie open 3rd class Coaches (All stool) 
2 " " 2nd " " " " 
2 " " lst " " " " 
2 " Baggage/Brake Vans, 

Cc) It may be that the term, 1 'I'r-amway s ! :for the lines beyond Bo i,a 
was adopted because (1) ,\nimal traction only was used (2) 'I'he bridges 
were not completed, and :ferries were in use instead. 

(:f) sierra Leone is not 'about the size of \'I ales', it is we 11 over 
throe times' larger, 
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N/1.RROVJ GAU.G·E R A I L VI A Y s·o c I ET y 
----·- ----------------- ------- . . ·-· - .-· ------ -----·· --·-· ---- ------- --- ------- ------------------- 

REPORT 
of 

ANNUAL GENERAL NEETING 
held on. 7th Mo.y 1960 · 

at 
The Exch~nge Restaurant, Stephenson Place, Birmingham 

commencing at 3. p.m. 

HON. SECRETARY'S REPORT for 1959-1960 

For perhaps the first time the Hon. Secretary is able to report pro 
gr-ass in all aspects of the Society's wor-k , 

Four Areas ar-e ·now established/ and are organising for themselves 
o.mbitious programmes of meetings, visits and other activities, · As the 
Agents themselves will have a chance to speak later, I shall not elaborate 
further, except to say that the L, & S,E. f,rea is the largest with 85 
members, but only 40 are active in attending meetings etc. 

The membership list has risen steadily during the year and we reached 
a total annual membership of exactly 200 on 3.ist ttar-ch , This has been a 
record year for new members. These have been attracted by the Leeds and 
Birmingham Ar-e a meetings and also two national exhibitions (l,I.n.c, & N.M.E) 
held in London. \Je have 36 enquiries at the National Hodels Exhibition 
and 23 people joined. Our publications continue to attract new friends 
and the remainder of the new members were probably first interested o.fter 
having read our handbooks. 

Throughout the year your Committee has been making efforts to improve 
our publications, and these have made regular appearance without exception, 
The winter magazine was thinner than usual due to lack of finance, but hope 
this will be remedied in the coming year. The News-sheet has contained 
members' address changes and the list of hew members at intervals. Ve 
hope to continue this practice in the future. 

When your Committee met in November 1959 it reluctantly decided to 
propose that the subscription be increased, and this.measure was passed o.t 
a Special General tleeting held in London during February". Tho.nks are due 
to those members who recorded postal votes~ The increased income will 
enable your Committee to consolidate the arrangements already made and will 
enable them to provide something extra from time to time. 

I should like to thank all tr.ose who have helped with the routine tasks 
during the yoar, Addressing envelopes i• ~ laborious but essential task, 
but this is still carried out smoothly and our publications leave my 
address at a pre-arranged date, 
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The close of the year brought a firnll and most exciting venture. The 
preservation by the London & S.B •. Area of yet another locomotive. This is 
"Townsend Hook" from the Dorking Limestone Quarries, Betchworth, Surrey. 
The locomotive has been purchased by the Area and transported to the Bluo 
bell Line for temporary storage without cost to the Society. Donations 
are urgently required however, to cover the cost of two pairs of new wheels 
which have been offered us for £20 rather than sending them for scrap. 

Now that "Barber" is nov, nearly rea~ for exhibition we are delighted 
to learn that the Handbook on Harrogate Gas ,"!arks is now nearly ready to go 
to Press. 

In tho Centenary Year tge Hudswe Lf, Clark & Co., we are pleased to report 
that the Society expects to publish a history of the firm in the near future. 
All credit goes to Ron Redman and other active friends in Leeds.: 

So to sum up the year it has been one of advance and with interest in 
creasing, we look forward to even greater things in the coming years, but 
this will need help and loyalty of our ordinary. members,. ns well as the 
labours of your Committee. 

Thank you all for your co-operation. 

c. H. JOHN, 
Hon. Organising Secretary. 

That the report be ado ptod was proposed by ldr. Billington, seconded 
by. fir. · Cirl)liston Chant and carried. unanimously. -c, - 

HON. TREASURER IS REPORT FOR 1959-1960 

As far as money is co ncer-ned this was a lean year. rle had to give 
careful thought before we autl;iorised any expenditure. During tjjre later part 
of 1959, I was extremely anxious because I felt that we might oven have a 
deficit at the end of the yoar-, This however, vms avor-t.ed by economies, by 
t he. generosity of certain Life Members and the heavy influx .of new members. 
Your Committee therefore, felt that an increase in subscription, however 
reg~ettable, would st~bilise things and provide a minimum reserve in the bank 
for emergencies. _.l!!lay I take the opportunity of expr-e ss.i.ng , our. thanks to 
those Li:f~ Members and others who responded to our appeal for -do natd.ons , 

In the statement of accounts you will no doubt notice that the renewals 
appear to be low. This was due to the fact that some are shown in the bal 
ance from 1958-59 and about £6 ¥ere used by the ti~e-the year started. 
Showing that v,e really had .a deficit at the commencement. .T~~? apparently 
false picture has been avoided for the year 1960-61 by not booking _renewals 
until l.st April. May I thank all those who paid early, it does. help. me so 
very much and enables an adgance budget to be made. 
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The Society has no debts or creditors and we can therefore look for 
ward to progress in the coming year and I expect the burden on the 
Committee will be greatly reduced by the extra money which v,ill be avail 
able. Should all of last years 200 members renew, we shall be in an 
extremely strong position and we look forward to going from strength to 
strength. 

Thank you so much ail of you who have given time and effort into 
keeping us out of the red this year. 

C. H. JOHN 
Hon. Treasurer 

That the report be adopted was proposed by Hr. Swift, seconded by 
l.'lr. Halton "1nd carried unan.i.mou s Ly ~ _ 

--- ' - . ' ....,.. 

AREA AGENTS I R'EPORTS 

Birmingh_am & Midlands ·;.\rea 

Tho /,rea has so far held six meetings during the 1959/60 ses s i.o nj . at 
four of which outside speakers have given talks usually· illustro.ted by 
slides or photographs on matters of general interest. 

Attendance at Area meetings has varied between a minimum of eight 
and a maximum of twenty-four, .i.nc Lud'i.ng visitors. 

Speakers have been fllr. Douglas Clo.yton, a member of the Society, 
I:'ir. C. c. Green, wj<Jo has come on two occasions, and Mr.Po.trick Uhitehouse. 
At a meeting held on the 15th December a9proximately eight members of the 

· Society gave short t a Lks on various mo._tters and this proved to be a most 
interesting and successful evening, which it is certainly hoped to repeat 
on future occasions. 

The Final meeting of the 1959/60 session will take plo.ce on tlo.y 24th 
when the Speo.ker will be r.Jr. R, M. Sinclair. 

;\11 meo ti.ng s have been o.t the Exchange Ro st aur-ant , Stephenson' s-P'Lace , 
Birminghqm, and it is hoped that we shall be able to continue to use this 
establishment as our regular venue for some time. 

The Society Is membership in this Az-ca totals approximately thirty at 
the present time, and the attendance at meetings can be· soid to be gener 
ally satisfactory, benr1ng in mind that certain members live some distance 
from Birmingham and find it difficult to attend meetings held in the 
evening. There are, however, occasions when attendartce does fall off and 
this is regrettable, particularly when outside speakers have given of' their 
time to come along and talk to us , It is hoped t.ha t members v,ill make 
every effort in the. future to attend every meeting they po s's.i.b'Ly can. 
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It is also unfortunate that the rate at which the Society is recruiting 

new members in this Area has-fallen off very noticeably during the current 
year compared with 1958/59. This obviously gives cause for concern.and 
indicates the vital need to use every opportunity to publicise i,reo activ 
ities both by individuals and the Society as o whole. 

In accordance with our usual custom organised Area activities will 
cease during the Summer months except possibly for a visit, details of which 
will be published later, rie shall resume again on Tuesday September 13th 
when the meeting will be in the nature of a Social occasion and discussion, 

E. R, Heaton, 
~gent, 

Leeds Areo 

It is just a year since I gave my first report on the Leeds i,rea of the 
Society and in those 12 months we hove mode great progress, 

The upwar-d trend in nar!'ovr· gauge interests has been we LL shown by the 
varied lectures and shows put on by local members on the lost Fridays in 
each· month; in all we had 8 indoor meetings. in the yen.r, on The Lynton and 
Barnstaple Roilw:iy, European Narrow Gauge, American 2 1 O" 15ouge, Irish 31 O" 
gauge, 100 years of Hudswell Clarke built locomotives, The Lines of Nor-t.hor-n 
Spain, and two generol slide shows, in all, a good cross section of the 
•world' of Narrow Gauge, 

It is the opinion of the Leeds Ilombe r-s that o u s i.do vis:;. ts should form a 
very important part . of the area activities, and last year- vie hod three visits, I 
evening visits to the Huns'Le t. Eng i ns Co,, r,lanchester 11oter \'.'orks· Line and a 
Sunday visit to Horwich \'.'arks for the 18" .gauge line a nd a tour of the works, 
plus a stand at the· Loe ds r.Jodel Ra.i Iway Club Exhibition. 

This year we hope to have new outside visits, Lnc Lud i.ng Hudswell Clo.rke's I 
and the remains of the Ashover r-ai.Iway , 

Uork is in progress on the two narrow gauge locomotives preserved in 
,Leeds arid we hope to have a third one for t ho collection soon, Details will 
'be g i.ven by the Preservation Se cr-e t ar-y in his report. 

\'fell, that's the la.st year, a fair record, I think, all due to area 
members working well together; in particular I would like to thonk Mr.P.G • 

. Jlrennand for his help in booting the meeting room ec ch month, liir,H.Holdsworth 
fcir. his help wifh transport on many occo.sions during the year, both for the 
Epidiascopc and for outside visits; Mr~· P, Holton for his help with printing I 
details- of meetings etc., and all who· have given shows for us during the year, 
especially Mr~ 1,1. Swift who helped on two occasions and it is interesting to 
note that· over 300 colour slides. were projected during his last show on 
Spun i.sh lines, This was a truly outstanding meeting. 



5 

That, briefly was 1959; now-we move into a new year with plenty. of 
fresh activities for area members, which I hope will prove just as 
successful as last year. 

R. N. REDl.1\N. 
Chairman & Leeds f\.rea ,\gent. 

North-West Ar-ea 

f\.t the time of the opening !lli':!et;i._1)g__9:f the f:i.l.'ea there were ten members 
within the counties of Lancashire, Cheshire, Cumberland, Hestmorland, and 
the Isle of Man. Two have since left the Ar-e a for other parts of the 
country. Of the remaining eight, five are o.ble or willing to take part 
in the i\rea activities, one is resident o.wa.y from the centre of activities, 
the remaining two are unable or unwilling to attend meetings. 

Great difficulty has been experienced in calling meetings due to the 
fact that the membership is spread over a wide area, most of the members 
having to journey 30 or·4o miles to.the meeting place. Some of the mem 
bers also are employed on shiftwork-which does not make things any easier, 
Despite the difficulties however two meetinGS and an excursion were held, 
which were much enjoyed by those attending. · 

LIBI,1BERSHIP l\.t the 1959 Exhibition ~f the tio.~chester Liodel Railway Society, 
a poster was displa.y0d. It is regretted that this has 

brought no results. Oth0r contacts for additional members have also 
failed to achieve success, It is now clear that the limited p0rsonal 
contacts of the present membership are not enough to go.in more than one 
or two new members. t.s certain members of the Society are not suffic 
iently interested to support the :,reo., it is not to be wondered at that 
more progress has not been made. 

ACTIVITIES Vie have investigated the Scoutmoor (luarrios o.nd Railwo.y be- 
longing to J. t'!hittalwr & Son, lately of Scoutmoor, Bdenf'ield, 

The whole system is derelict. Attempts have been made to communicate 
with the present owner and executor, Mr, John 1."!hitto.ker, but our efforts 
have been met with o. blank silence. Ano t he r form of approach will be 
attempted this year, and it is then hoped that we may preserve one of the 
railway wagons for the Society, The preservation of a unique locomotive 
will also be investigated, Meo.nwhile permission has been obtained from 
the Director -General, Ordnance Survey, to produce_o. large scale map of 
the system, the map being bo.sed on the Ordnance Survey or the area. 

One member is at present engaged on the drafting of this map. \'Jhen 
royaltie~ ho.vo been paid, copies of the map will be p~inted and offered for 
sale. Drawings of a locomotive and a wagon will also be made and will 
also be reproduced for sale. 

Fu I'Lor- ac·tivities in c o nne c t.Lo n with the Scoutmoor Railway depend on 
our success in approaching the owner •. 
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2. The /trco. hopes. ·.to visit other nar-r-ow gauge railvmys duripg the summer, 
but it must be realised that the small membership and per-sonaf restrictions 
imposed upon the present members, make impossible any form of planned pro 
gramme for m~etings or visits. 

For this 'reason alone we are being very cautious in committing our 
selves to any extensive activi.ties. 

c. Ormiston-Chant, 
N.r:. :.rea Agent. 

London & S, E, :,rea. 

This Ar-e a has a member-sh.i p of 85 well over a third of the total 
membership. \'!e have had :five very successful meetings in London and on 
one occasion we were able to welcome 40 members. 

Our members staffed stands at both the N.l'i. o.nd l'.l.R.c. Exhibitions 
and many new members were introduced to the Society, 

Perhaps the most important item to be reported was the Preservation 
of '":rovmsond Hook", well over €100 have been collected and the locomotive 
paid for and transported for storage to the Bluebell Line. £20 is still 

. required. to purchase :two pairs of new wheels to enable the locomotive to 
be wor-ko d in the future. 

In view of the amount of work carried on by the Ar-e a , two :.ssistant 
Ago nt s have been appointed, f,lessrs. P, !'JyO:tt and T. L. Townsend, 
l,:r. N. J, So t cho L'l. has a l.so been appointed· Hon.Block Librarian by the 
Aron , The :,ssistant lq:;ents will help the Ago n t o.t meetings and also run 
exhibition stands on behalf' of the .~rea. 

C. H. JOHN, 
London & s.E •. ';gent. 

======·============================·====== ·===================='=======~=- 

- REPORT by-HON,LIBRARL'.N 

Items from library continue to be despatched at an average rdte of 
twenty-four a month - usually two at a time. The number of folders has 
been increased over the year - see revised library list. Even that is 
out of do.to due to influx of new material. The amount of 1110.terial in the 
folders is continuing to increase, tho.nks to the generosity. of.members who 
have sent in photographs, dro.wings, cuttings etc., 

t. member of the society, Robert Dightam is at present translating the 
captions o'n the illustrations in the volume Chemin de Fer Sui.sse apr-o s un 
sieclc dealing with rolling stock. It is a very arduous task i.n a volume 
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of this size and o. very stout effort on Robert's po.rt. 

Purchase of volumes is of course as yet impossible on the Society's 
budget. However some day we may be able to do something about that. 

Queries have come to the department regarding specific information 
which we don't always have. Ue have however managed to put people in 
touch with other members who may be able to help them and we tentatively 
feel that the term •reference' could be used in its widest sense if we had 
a list or o.ny special interests of particular members who would be pre 
pared to pass their knowledge on to others. 

We should like some day to see the major "items in the folders Li.s+ed , 
However we hope that we shall continue to be snowed tinder with new material 
from members to such an extent that it will be a lon8 time before we get 
round to it. Seriously though it has been interesting to see how the 
scope and value of the Society's collection has increased and our grateful 
thanks go to the many members who have brought this about. Nonetheless 
there are many lines which have come and gone in this count~y, some of 
which are only a name to us an~ there must be many more whic~~re not even 
that. ,\ny information, however ·smrrli, which members may have on local 
lines in their area, are all valuable pieces in this f'asciriating jig-saw 
which we are slowly piecing together. 

R. P. LEE, 
Hon.Librarian. 

Read in his absence by l:lr. 111. Swift. 

====================----=-===-----======--~=~-=====-=========-=-==-=-===== 
Thanks are due to Mr. E. Tonks for donating a copy of his book the 
"IRONSTONE LINES .. OF TH:S MIDLANDS" to the libro.:~·y, 

-- -- ------------- ------------------.,--------· -- ; ------- ------------- 
Mr. Swift proposed that some cash bo g:l.ven'to the Hon.Librarian f9r pur- 
chase of books. 
This was seconded by l.1r. Redman and carried unanimously (Committee to 
determine the amount,) . 

----------=-----=----------=---===--=--=====--====----==------=------------ 
PUBLICATIONS: There is very little to report. The winter 1959-60 

mngazine had to be cut due to the lack of available funds • 
.\n Ian 1\llo.n Ltd. 1 production on the Vale or Rheidol Railway will bear the 
footnote prepared by the Narrow Gauge Railway Society to record ·the fact 
that it was prepared by our Editor. 

NEWS-SHEET: Mr. Brennand was unable to be present to give a report. Mr. 
John mentioned that the variation in size was due to finance 

only and was outside the Editor's control. 
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PRESERVATION: Mr. Halton stated that work in Leeds ceased during the 
winter. When "Barber" is finished, Leeds Museum Committee 

expect to be able to put her on show. 

He expected that one of the Eastwell Locomotives - probably 
'Lord Granby' - might be available for preservation shortly. 

Mr. \"loolhouse hopes to be able .t o locate our wo.c;on at 
Nocton an:d to find a home for it on his Lincolnshire Line. Mr. lloolhouse 
stated that all necessary replacements have been ordered from Baghall1s, and 
when these arrive it is hoped to run the lpcoin~.t;i.ve, perhaps during the 
season. The boiler has passed the necsls.sary test. Messrs. R. N. Redman 
and 11. Swift proposed that shares in the' ,Lincolnshire Const Rly Co., be 
accepted in lieu of transport and storage payments ma.de by the Society for 
'Peter'. The value of the shares is expected to be £10. This motion was 
carried unanimously. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

President: 
Hon.Organising Secretary) 
& Hon. Treasurer ) 
'Publications O.fficer 

·· Hon. Librarian 

Ordinary Members: 

·E. G. Cope 

c. H. John. 
\'!, J, K. Davies. 
R, P. Lee 

( R. N. Redman (Leeds Agent) 
( P. G. Brennand 
( E. R. Heaton (Birmingham Agent) 
( R. c. Ormiston-Chant(N.I!. Agent) 
( P. S, Halton (Preservation Sec.) 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS: Mr. John proposed that Eric 
Hon, Jilember of the Society. 

Mr. Davies ond co.rried with o.cclomotion. 

A letter from l\Jiessx-s'; Ian ,\llan was read with regard to a Preservation 
Site in the London Area. Mr. Davies was authorised to make f'urthcr 
enquiries o.nd the Committee instructed to proceed if it thought f'it. This 
was on a proposal f'rom E. Cope seconded by R. c. Ormiston-Chant and carried 
unanimously. 

George Cope be made a 
This was seconded by 

The business meeting concluded at 5.30 p.m. 
by a film show given by !,Jr. John ,\dams. 

This was followed 

Thanks are due to Mr. Heaton for arranging. the Museum visit in 
the morning, the tea during the meeting and also the film show fo-r the 
evening. 

C. H. JOHN. __ 
Hon.Organising Secretary & 
Hon .• Treasurer. 


